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Dear Member, 

Annual General Meetings - (to be held by postal ballot at 5pm on Saturday 20th March 

2021) 

 

It is with much sadness that I have to start this introductory note with the news that our 

former President and current Hon. Vice President, Graham Owen, passed away yesterday, 

4th March.  I know that you will want to join me and the Committee in sending 

our condolences and sympathy to his wife and family. Graham was a member of the Club 

for over 50 years and was one of the driving forces behind its development and expansion 

on the present site. He was a great supporter of the Club to the end and for very many 

years was especially committed to the development of junior tennis. He was on court every 

Friday evening organising and supporting the very popular coaching sessions as well as 

organising teams and tournaments. His memory and legacy will live on. 

 

From the sad news to the more mundane; it is beyond time to hold the Club’s Annual 

General Meetings for 2020. Given the particular and unusual circumstances over the last 

12 months, I hope you will forgive me and the Committees for the delay. We had hoped 

that it would be possible to hold meetings in person but that will be impossible for a few 

more months. We considered holding a virtual, on-line meeting but felt that such an event 

would be difficult to manage so have opted for a postal ballot to seek re-election of the 

present committees and approval of the accounts for 2019/20.  

 

Following this message is the notice of the AGM, containing, amongst other things, 

Tennis and Squash Chairmans’ Reports and a voting form which should be returned before 

12 noon on the day of the meeting.  

If you have a particular matter that you wish the Committee to discuss and to report back 

on please enclose details with your voting form and we will contact you. You will note in the 

https://mailchi.mp/7146b4a0efe6/chesham-1879-annual-general-meeting?e=3695ac08f4


Club Chairman’s Report that there is a proposal to create two Padel courts at the Club. 

This may require an Extraordinary General Meeting to approve capital expenditure but, 

even if not strictly necessary, I believe that members should be given the opportunity to 

vote on the proposal irrespective of the Rules. This meeting will be held as soon as 

practicable and may be combined with an early AGM for 2021. In any event, it is proposed 

that the latter will take place at the earliest sensible date. 

 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible back at the Club after the end of this 

month when we will be able, at last, to restart outdoor sport and I want to thank all those 

who have supported the Club practically and financially during this difficult period.  

  

Yours 

  

David Griffiths 

President 

  

  

 

   

Chesham 1879 – 2020/21 AGM 

Agenda: 

• Chairman’s Report 

• Tennis Chairman’s report 

• Squash Chairman’s report 

• Election of Officers 

• Election of Committees (Squash and Tennis AGMs at the same time) 

• Election of Auditor 

• Approval of accounts 

• Receive suggestions from members for consideration by the Club Committee 

• Approve any amendments to the Constitution. 

  

Please read through the document and complete the last 2 pages of voting and 

comments back to the club officers  

______________________________________________________________ 



 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The last 12 months has been an ‘Annus horriblus’, to quote the Queen from some years 

ago. I am sure that we are all wondering how we have got through this unusual time. 

Strangely the time has dragged enormously during some periods and shot by at other 

times! 

Hopefully, we are now seeing a light at the end of the tunnel with the population’s COVID 

statistics improving dramatically and the continued programme of vaccination. 

 

Although we have had a number of complete lockdowns during the year, including the 

current one we have managed to open some or all of the facilities for as long as possible 

throughout the 12 months, whilst following all guidelines set by the government, LTA and 

Squash England. 

 

When we have been open, we have seen many members making the most of our beautiful 

club. 

Despite the difficult times I am pleased to say that the club is surviving well and we have 

managed to remain financially stable with the help of you, our very loyal members and also 

some very valuable grants obtained by Dinah Martin which have helped to bridge some 

gaps. 

  

 PROJECTS 

During the last 12 months many volunteers have been working hard to complete projects 

and start new ones, in order to keep improving the club and preparing it for when we are 

able to use it without restriction again. 

 

The grounds/gardens and river are all looking excellent as Julia Bullmore and Steve 

Ramsden have been working very hard to not only maintain but upgrade the surroundings. 

We are hoping that you will all be able to sit out and enjoy the flora and fauna and the 

beautiful moving water of the River Chess. We will be locating more outdoor furniture 

around the newly cleared banks of the river to allow more distanced outdoor socialising. 

 

The new Summerhouse is now complete with electrics, lighting and a surrounding patio 

kindly built by Pete Comper. This will soon have carpet and furniture inside for post-match 

and other general socialising. The Summerhouse will also be available for childrens’ tennis 

parties organised by the coaching team once we are able. 

 



We are progressing with the building of our new knock up wall in memory of George 

Jeffery, who sadly passed whilst playing at the club last year. This wall will be funded by 

donations from all of his friends at the club. 

 

Security at the club. During the various Lockdowns the local population has wandered 

into the club grounds to enjoy the views and the ducks/geese etc. We have been 

welcoming to families and walkers whenever running into these visitors whilst we have 

been maintaining the club however, there have been a number of occasions when people 

(usually teenagers and young bored adults) have overstepped the mark (e.g. climbing into 

the locked tennis courts to play football, large groups using the patio area for unseen non 

distanced gatherings, people treading over Julia’s newly planted flowers!!, cars using the 

carpark and the drive as a public convenience day and night) and this has raised some 

concerns about security. As a result, we have installed a lockable post in the centre of the 

drive next to the bridge so that the car park cannot be accessed during lockdown, we have 

also started to install CCTV in strategic points on the entrance, patio and there will be 

additional cameras in the carpark. We will be creating and displaying a CCTV policy and 

this equipment will only be used when the club is closed and people should not be there. In 

addition, a new fence (and private property signage) will be erected at the front of the 

club to show the boundary of the private land. We will also be putting a chain across the 

drive as a temporary measure. We do not want to appear prudish or rude and will also 

erect a sign which says that all new members are welcome with the website address for 

them to make enquiries.   

 

Other Projects in discussion and planning 

PADEL at 1879 

We have been looking at the potential to bring Padel to the club for the last 12 months and 

many members have expressed a strong interest in this happening. There are no courts 

locally and it would be a great advantage for us to be the first to provide this in the area. 

This is the fastest growing racket sport around Europe and the LTA has set a target for 

there to be 400+ courts in the UK by 2023. There are currently in the region of 160 courts. 

 

We have been investigating two funding routes, neither would use club reserves. The first 

is to raise money through a combination of available grants and interest free or low interest 

loans from club benefactors (This process could take 12-18 months according to some of 

the other clubs we have talked to during our research). The second is to bring in a partner 

company who would fund the project and be the club’s partner for a fixed time although the 

club would be in control of all membership and administration (Using this route we may 



have courts in place 5 months from making the decision). 

After a year we have had several quotes for the first option of self funding and build. For 

the second option, we have received a number of proposals from a company called 

Game4Padel who is supported and invested in by Andy Murray, Annabel Croft and Peter 

Crouch amongst others. They are also working with the LTA to help grow Padel in the UK. 

 

Once the committees have discussed the two options an EGM will be set to discuss this 

with you the membership and hopefully agree a definite way forward. This has potential to 

bring new members and more income to the club, allowing us to hopefully continue to 

maintain the high quality of tennis and squash court facilities and conduct more 

improvements over the years. 

 

Bridge over the River Chess 

As you may or may not know the club owns a piece of land across the river which for years 

has been relatively inaccessible. A builder friend has kindly offered to build a bridge across 

the river (gratis) and we plan to tidy up this piece of land and create a some type of nature 

area within the wooded section and an outdoor training area for hire by Personal Trainers 

and any other sports and health coaches. In the large open field. This land also hosts the 

Chesham weather station which was installed by Michael Dukes some years ago. It is felt 

that a great deal more activity will be required outdoors for the next few years and so this 

will provide an additional area for members, but also a potential new income stream for the 

club.  

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

PEOPLE - The engine room at the club 

The Club is run very efficiently by a team of volunteers on the committees who work 

tirelessly to make things happen and have done a wonderful job during the last 12 months. 

There are some people in these committees who have also worked tirelessly on specific 

duties to keep the club running smoothly. Although there are a lot of people giving up their 

time and energy I do just want to mention a few people – Tamara Ferguson has been 

membership secretary and Club Administrator for many years and after all this time she 

needs to find someone to take some of her duties on to free up her time (if anyone wants to 

know more or has some time to help please contact Tamara or Dinah); Sheila Jalland has 

very capably managed the bar during this difficult time, ensuring that we have a fully 

stocked and in date bar, despite having to open and close at short notice. She also created 

our COVID protocol for the clubhouse areas and ensured that it was totally hygienic and 

safe for all staff and members. Dinah Martin takes on many ‘projects’ and tasks whenever 



something emerges, in addition to her bookkeeping and banking role and has been very 

successful this year obtaining grants for the club. Our marketing (Gary Martin, Gemma 

Cholerton); accountancy (Claire Moore) and Facilities (Simon Reynolds) teams are also 

working hard in the background making sure that the club remains shipshape.  

 

Our new tennis coach Nick and his team have been a massive ray of light during these 

dark times and I am sure we all agree that his enthusiasm, sociability and tennis/coaching 

ability is just what we needed to boost our interest (and skills!) John Hatch has also been 

very active and creative in his squash coaching and continued wherever possible 

throughout the year. We have seen him running his pupils around the tennis court playing 

imaginary squash shots and dodging around which has definitely made good use of the 

outdoor space and an interesting spectacle. We have also seen squash members enjoying 

some tennis, which again has been uplifting.  

 

We have been trying to develop a good social calendar for the last 2-3 years and of 

course this has been totally decimated by the Pandemic in the last 12 months. We have 

historically had a number of very successful events year in year out (Bonfire night, Burn’s 

night, Quizzes and Christmas Eve) but we intend to expand this to other events when we 

are all allowed and want to go out again. This will include cookery demonstrations/lessons, 

wine, Gin and other tasting evenings, talks and other creative and practical experiences. 

Again, we need someone to help design the programme and build a team to organise the 

events 

 

The Tennis Chairmen Alastair Ferguson and Squash Chairman Roger Hill have been 

working together with along with the Club President David Griffiths and have been a great 

help with untangling the many changes in policy which we have had to create through the 

year and together we have been working on the continued development of the courts and 

sports we provide at 1879 so that we can enjoy them as soon as possible in a safe and 

enjoyable way. 

 

Here are their reports for the last year for you to read: 

 

TENNIS REPORT 2020 

Overview – 2020 must have been one of the most unusual years in the Club’s 140-year 

history. The club had to close on a number of occasions owing to the COVID-19 19 

lockdown restrictions. We were lucky that outdoor tennis was regarded as a naturally social 

distanced sport and for much of the summer and autumn members (including many squash 



members) made full use of the playing facilities. In fact, there were days when all of courts 

were full which was great to see.  On the social front we started 2020 with customary Burns 

Night celebrations and a most enjoyable quiz night in early March. However, since then our 

plans have been shelved owing to the COVID-19 restrictions including the long overdue 

opening of the summerhouse which was financed by a generous legacy from Brian Clegg. 

 

Matches and Competitions – looking back to the 2019/20 A&D winter leagues, 

congratulations to the Ladies 2 team who won Division 3. There were no matches played in 

the summer and only a handful played in the 2020/21 winter competitions before the 

leagues were suspended. We did manage to complete a slimmed down set of Club 

Championships with a final’s day in early October. Our congratulations go to the all the 

winners and finalists but are thoughts are with family of George Jefffrie who sadly passed 

away on court whilst playing the quarter final of the Vets singles. 

 

Membership – the membership currently stands at 210 (140 adults and 70 juniors). This 

compares to 224 in October 2019 (143 adults and 81 juniors). During 2020 there was in 

fact a bigger drop in the number of junior members largely because the Friday evening 

junior session was not taking place during the summer months. Junior numbers picked up 

in September when the COVID-19 restrictions were relaxed but not quite to 2019 levels. 

We are looking forward to the new membership year and will seeking to attract new 

members. 

 

Facilities – not much to report this year as it was case of maintaining the existing facilities 

rather than making new improvements. Thanks to Steve Ramsden for his hard work (even 

during lockdown) on maintaining the courts (especially the clay) and surrounding areas. 

   

Coaching – Nick Brooks made a great start as our new Head Coach ably assisted by Guy 

Tasker. He is running a wide selection of courses (skills, cardio, teams, fast doubles) for 

both juniors and adults and has brought new energy and enthusiasm to the coaching set 

up at 1879. It was a pleasure to see that his junior summer camps were very well attended. 

We all look forward to the coming year and joining in the fun! 

  

Squash report 

You would be right in thinking this will be a short report following a year in which our courts 

have been significantly more closed than open 

So firstly, thank you for sticking with us and being a member of Chesham 1879 so that we 

have a club to return to.  



 

Squash and racketball playing came to an abrupt end in early March 2020 and only 

resumed for a short period later in the year as the initial restrictions were eased. 

Resumption came with limitations though, initially allowing only solo or same household 

play before widening a little to allow the formation of small playing bubbles. 

This sadly did not last long and we look ahead now to reopening our courts initially in April 

and then on a wider basis in mid-May. 

Coaching activities were similarly impacted although John Hatch did manage to run some 

classes outside as an alternative. 

Inter club matches for our women’s and men’s teams stopped in March and will not 

resume, in all probability, until September or October. 

 

So, let’s look ahead. We should be able to start playing again before too long, the lay off 

has been frustrating but will have allowed recovery from injuries and ailments so we should 

be able to bounce back onto court in early summer. 

 

I hope you feel able to continue your membership at our club and look forward to seeing 

you on court. 

 

CLUB OFFICERS/COMMITTEES 

All Officers/committees are happy to stand again for the next 12 months 

Main Committee 

Neil Grantham                        - Club Chairman 

David Griffiths             - Club President 

Alastair Ferguson        - Tennis Chairman 

Roger Hill                    - Squash Chairman 

Jayne McCarthy          - Club Secretary 

Simon Reynolds           - Facilities Manager 

Claire Moore              - Finance 

Gary Martin                - Marketing Officer 

Paul Belcher                - Committee Member 

  

Sheila Jalland              - Bar Manager 

Tamara Ferguson        - Membership Secretary 

Dinah Martin              - Accounts, Banking and special projects 

VACANT???????          - Club Administrator 

VACANT???????          - Club Social Secretary 



Michael Brook - Auditor 

 

Tennis Committee 

Alastair Ferguson        - Tennis Chairman 

Michael Dukes                        - Mens' Captain 

Sally Halley                 - Ladies captain 

Dinah Martin              - Mixed Captain 

Tamara Ferguson        - Fixtures Secretary 

Nick Brooks                 - Head Coach 

Simon Reynolds           - Committee member  

Hilary Evans                - Committee member 

  

Squash Committee 

Roger Hill                    - Chairman 

Neil Hollister 

Paul Griffiths 

Paul Belcher 

Steve Ramsden 

Matt Doody 

Suzanne Lund 

  

See voting form at end of document 

 

CLUB ACCOUNTS 

   

The Accounts for the year ending 31.3.20 will be available to view in the Members’ 

Area of the Club website no later than next Saturday 13th March. A separate message 

will be sent out when they are posted.  

 

If you have any problems accessing the information please email 

admin@chesham1879.co.uk and you will be contacted.  

  

 Please sign on the voting sheet to say that you have read and approve the accounts 

 Please also mark an X on the voting sheet to say that you are happy to re-elect our 

current auditor. 

  

 Please send any thoughts you have for the coming year to either the club email 

mailto:admin@chesham1879.co.uk


(admin@chesham1879.co.uk) or myself at neilg@wdgresearch.co.uk and we will discuss 

these in the relevant committees and respond within 4 weeks of the AGM deadline 

  

Voting in of officers – Please save this page and email back or print the page, 

complete responses and post through clubhouse door.  

This is part of the whole pack and we will also send a separate voting sheet out via email 

within the week.  

 

You have two options here. Either put an X in the Yes or No to vote all officers in or out or 

please put an X in the yes box if you are happy to re-elect each officer individually and in 

the no box for any officer you do not want to re-elect. 

Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………… 

Date……………………………………………………………….  

  Yes No 

SINGLE VOTE FOR ALL OFFICERS     

      

OR VOTE FOR EACH INDIVIDUALLY Yes No 

Neil Grantham – Club Chairman     

David Griffiths – Club President     

Alastair Ferguson – Tennis Chairman     

Roger Hill – Squash Chairman     

Jayne McCarthy – Club Secretary     

Simon Reynolds – Facilities Manager     

Claire Moore – Finance     

Gary Martin – Marketing     

Paul Belcher – Main Committee member     

Sheila Jalland – Bar Manager     

Tamara Ferguson – Membership Secretary     

Dinah Martin - Accounts, Banking and special projects     

VACANT???????   - Club Administrator     

VACANT???????   - Club Social Secretary     

Michael Dukes – Mens’ Tennis Captain     

Sally Halley – Ladies Tennis Captain     

Dinah Martin  - Mixed Tennis Captain     

Tamara Ferguson – Tennis Fixtures secretary     

Nick Brooks – Head Tennis coach     

Simon Reynolds – Tennis committee member     

Hilary Evans – Tennis Committee member     

Neil Hollister – Squash Committee member     

Paul Griffiths – Squash Committee member     

Paul Belcher – Squash Committee member     

Steve Ramsden – Squash Committee member     

mailto:admin@chesham1879.co.uk
mailto:neilg@wdgresearch.co.uk


 

Matt Doody – Squash Committee member     

Suzanne Lund – Squash Committee member     
Voting in auditor and approval of accounts  

  Yes No 

Michael Brook     

Approval of accounts     
  

 

   

 

 

Keep an eye on our website www.chesham1879.co.uk, follow us on Twitter 

at @Chesham1879, or Facebook, for the latest updates on what's going on. 
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